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To all ( briſtian K inges, 
Princes and Poten- 


Fates, with all other tpe 


eſtates of Chrt- 
tendome. 


@| F we would in the bal- 
£51 lance of ynderſtanding 
Xs | weye and ponder what 

WW ſoeuer the conncels & 
Ng} /H33l actions waich we con- 
SZDSDH ceau? in other mens at- 
taires and buſines,we ſhould no dout 
builde the whole eſtate of our life vp- 
on a more aſſured foundation,& with 
al eſchue an infinite number of cala- 
mities aſwell publique as perticuler 
which now we do incurre. For the ex- 
amples of other mens perils and loſ- 
ſes, being the moſte fatthfull teachers 
 andexpert gwds of this preſent lite, 
would make vs more warie and {tznd 
vs 11 {read of a rule-whereby to dire& 
al our enterpriſes, deterniinations, & 
the coduct of al our affairs. This kind 
of wifedome hane the moſte circums 
A 3-5; 2 
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ſpe&in all ages,accounted to be,not 


onely of the greateſt protite, bur alſo 
molt milde and tollerable, and which 


doth yeelde greatelt contcnration to 


the practitioners of the {aine. 

How beirt it happeneth for the moſt 
part,thatin the gouernmet & drectio 
of our attaires we be {o altered, cither 
with hope, or tcare,or ſome other hu- 
mane frailty cr infirnuty, that we can 


not coprehend or forſee the miſchief | 


which euE at hand hangeth ouer our 
heads,vnul it hath vtterly ſnared and 
caught vs through ſome ſudden & vn 
loked for fall & ruine, and ſo we dce 
fully ſuftzr the punithment due to our 


_ dulnes & negligence: Whereby not- 


withſtanding we do many times wiſe- 
ly enter 1nto the conſideration of 0- 
ther mens aftairs,yet in caſe our ſelues 
be to eſchue the like perilles,it falleth 
ordinarily out,that either in pondring 
the waightines of the matter, either a- 
mazed with doubt of the yncertain Cc- 
uent therot,either waiting that others 
firſt ſer to their handes; either hoping 
time enough to be able troprouide 
therfore, we do ſo prolog our I 
| 


Witt ob 
that the comodity & occaſio eſcaping 
vs,al this goodly wiſdome, and wary 
forecaſt that we had conceiucd in the 
conſideration of the exiples of other 
mens nuſ{chaces,vaniſheth into ſinoke 
& ſo ſodely wereth away,that wecinot 
thereof reape any trutt or commodity. 
Hitherto was there neuer prouince, 
Towne,or valeant & vertuous citizen, 
but did account thetr ſafety, libertye 
 &comon quiet to depend vpo the mo 
2. derat &peaceable gouernmet of their 
| mightieit borderers: as alſo that no- 
thing went ſo nere the,or was of ſuch 
1mportance,as their neighbors to eſta 
bliſh their eltate in 1uſtice,or moderat 
affeHton,8&1n peaccable coteining the 
ſelues within their owne bounds & l1-. 
mits, as 1t were within certaine ſtrong 
bulwarks & barriers. And afſuredly as 
ambit10 1s euer to be feared & ſuſpec- 
ted in all maner of per{6s,ſo is 1t molt 
dangerous in thoſe, who being alredy 
of great power & ſtrength,cannot ne- 
uertheleſſe bridle their couetous afle- 
| ctions, how large ſocuer the extent of 
their boundes & limites be : For ſith 
It is ynpoſlible that any innouations, 
S or 
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or alterations in kingdomes and com - 


mon wealths,can hapen without per- 
nerting,moleltin g or general contoun 
ding ot al things,it mult neceſſarily fo 
low that not only the bordering pro- 
uinces, but alſo thoſe countries which 


le farther off, being tofſed & turmoi- * 


led with the waues & billowes of ſuch 
their neighbours ambition,ſhal final- 2 


ly bee catangled and ſwallowed vp 


in the gulte of {0 horrible calamitie, 4 


For as the waues of the Ocean Sea, 


being toſled with ſome mighty ſtorm $ 
& {0 fwelling oat of their banks & or- } 
dinary limittes, may at the fir{t with þ 
ſnal labor bereſtrained through ſome | 
{trong wall ſpeedily erected & by the 
. diligence of al the neighbours & bor- | 
derers,cach helping other in ſo great | 


peril, oppoſed againſt the: but hauing 


once pierced & made breachin a bank | 


or two,& therby diſpeariing theſclues 
&ſiowing ouer the whole ROPRDn 
country without reftreint,cinort after 

ward either by power or policie be re- 


duced,or topped from breeding and | 


lamity 


working ineſtmable & RET Ca- i 
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lamity among both men & cattell in- 
habiting: the ſaide Counttye, but alſo 
oftentimesagainſt whole towns,coun 
tries and Kingdoms lying further oft: 

Euen ſo likewiſe ambitious Princes 
endeuouring to enlarge their owne 
boundes and limits,although with o- 
ther mens loſſes , may catily i in the 
beginning of their enterpriſes bee 
repreſſed, and by a common conſent 

and correſpondence of their neizh- 
boures, generallye oppolinge them- 
{clues againſt their attempts , be ſo 
re{treined within their own bounds 
and limittes, that hardlye they ſhall 
putany to loſle or other notable im- 
conuenience : but hauing once. paſſed 
their armics into other mens prouin- 
ces,and beeing aliured by the {wcete- 
neſſe of taking ſome ſtrong holde or 
place of importance, and ſo concei- 
uing ſome hope of further extending 
the-boundes of their empire ; and, G- 
ſpectally knowing.thcir name to; bee 
growne terrible 2 wmongſt their neigh 
boures,there is then no meanes, pow- 
£r,07 force how grcat ſo cuer,cither ax 
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6 
tiy other let, that can ſtop the forcible 
courſe of their madde affe&ion and 
franticke ambition, coueting to rule 
and command ouer others. This mat- 
ter whoſocuer among the wiſelt haue 
heretofore conſidered ( as all thoſe 
hauc done, which thought it neceſſa- 
rye to vie diſcreet moderation 1m the 
condud of their affaires ) haue euer 
holden this for a principle , namely 
thatir 1s the duety of euerye good 
countriman,eſpecially of Kings,prin- 
ces and gonernours , not onely dili- 

ently and in time to fee that the af- 
ins. of their Countryes,people and 
prouinces be in good eſtate, and qut- 
etly and peaccably ordered,but alſo 
to preuert ſach Princes and neigh- 
boures as are prouoked by ambit | 
cn and allured with defire of rule, | 
from tranſporting any power, vnder 
 whatſceuecr colour and pretence, into 
ether mens dorrinions, alſo from all 
ambitious cnlargeing of their own 
bounds & limits. 

_Vpen wats grounde did the Romans, 

ſceking euen in the beginning to ſup- 


preſie 


. 


5 


reſfe the power of the Cartbepenulany 


- and to ſet Sp ayne free from the A fri- 
cane bondage, thinke 1t neceſſary to 


aide the M amertynes whom they had Fi 


| beſieged. | 
For tl1s cauſe when Antiechus the 


noble,vnder title of the proteGorſhip 


_ of his nephew,ſfought to ſeaze vppon 
Ag yt, the faid KRemans commaunded 
hun to deſiſt, & content himſelt with 
the poſſesſion of his predeceſſors an- 
cient domintons : and that generally 
they neuecr ſuffred any prince or com- 
mon wealth whatſocuer to 11ſec 1nto 
too great power. 

Hereupon alſo the /enetians both 
now and aforctime obtayned the 
name of wiſdome & {inguler forecaſt. 
For as they were neuer eaſily induced 
to new warres,ſfo haue they alwais ne- 


uertheleſſe in ſuch manner tempered 


their determinations and coun{zailes, 
that if any neighbour,cither prince or 
common wealth,through immoderat 
deſire of government, arearcd warre 
_ agaynft his borderers, their armies 
were ittl in readinefle as a helpe 


and 
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8 
and fafegard to the weaker party, to | 


the end that thus reſtraining the for- 
ces of the Italian Princes & common- 


 wealths in equall balance, they might 


kepe them from all hope of {ubdwng 
them by force of armes,which perpe- 
cuall reſolution of theirs is among all 
other excellent matters nated to bee 
the moſt certaine reaſon, whereby we 
ſce their common wealth not onely 
to haue flouriſhed and proſpered a- 
boue a thouſad years,but alſo in al ver 


rue & wiſdome to be growne into ad- 


miration among other nations. This 
w2s that Maxime which Laarence dg | 
Medicis, the wifeſt mann his time 1n 
Ttalie,did ſo earneſtly and with ſo ſin- 
gular endeuour all his life time both 
followe and maintaine., vnto whome 
that great quietnefle and tranquility 
which ſo long as he led all 1:alie did 


_emioy,was 1n the opinion of moſt hy- 


ſtoriographers attributed : For he {6 


brigeled the affections of the Italian 


Princes and ſouerainties, partly þb 
councell and aduice,and partly by the 


power and authority of the Floren- 
 tinE 
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tine common wealth,wherof himſelfe 
was chicte gouernour,thatit any,am- 
biriouſly pasſing his boundes and li- 
mits 1d enterpriſe ought againlt his 
neighbour, he was immediatly redu- 
ceda into his duety by tie mutuall po- 
wer of other Princes and people yn1i- 
ted together. 

To be bricte, there is no wiſe man 
but ſeeth, knoweth, and is fully reſol-. 
ued, yea, and orieuouſly accuſeth that 
people, tearming them traytours to 
their Country , who eyther daunted 


with feare and cowardlineſle, or pro- 


uoked with deſire of reit and quict- 


. neſſe,cither drowned in retchleſineſle, 


or deteined in cull diſcentions, hane 
ſoſuftered their ambitions netghbors 
empire to encreaſe,that atterw ard be- 
ing vnable to bear the brunt or with- 
ſtand the power and might thereof, 

they haue beene forced with their 
owne eyes to ſce themſelues ſupprel- 

ſed, and their age reduced into 
extreame miſery and calamity. Yea, 

who 15 there among vs, that 15 not of 


opinion that thc ancient Geules might 
haue. 


10 

hane liued in liberty & bin exept fr 
the Romans bodage,it by comon coit- 
ſel & coſent they had altogether with 
ſtoode the power of lulizs Ceſar? But 
ſome ſtanding as 1dle lookers vpo the 
ſubuer{i6 of their neighbors, & other 
with their owne weapons encreaſing 
the power of the Romaynes , thinges 
grew in ſhort ſpace to that extremitie 
that the ſo mighty & large empire of 
| the Gaules was in the ende reſtrained 
into a Roman prouince,& vtterlyouer- 
whelmed in moſt vile bondage. 

Howe haue the Italians themſclues 
ſped? It-at the beginning they had 
with a common power and army ſup- 
preſſed the riſing of the Romans, and 
not {uffered the Antiates,Cruflumniens, 
Centars and Latins each one ſeuerally, 


allo ſoon after the / o!ſques, Fques,Sa- | 


bins, & then the Samnites,Vmbyes,Bru- 
trans, Hetruriens, and other people by 
little and little one after another to 
hane ſtouped vnder their yoake: had 
they not frit preſerued their owne 11- 
berty,and then freed al other rations 
in E«rape from that infamous bodage 
wherunto they afterward fel? and yet 


aid 
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did there not in manner any of them 
reap any benetit of al theſe examples: 
For notwithſtanding they well weyed 
other mens caſes, yet was there none 


that coulde accomodate the fruite of. 


ſuch conſideration to him ſelfe or his 
own time.So that after [talie,zmmed! 
atly Cicil,the Aﬀrica,& within a while 
al Aſiz,8& finally in a manner the vni- 
uerſal worlde being come vnder the 

ower of the Romans, telt the burden 
of their folly. Through the like giddi- 


nes & negligence,wherin the harts of _ 


Chriſtta kings & princes haue hereto- 
fore bene drowned,the Sar It ens haue 
found oportunity & means moſt villa 
nouſly to entrap & entangle the chie- 
feſt churches of Aſia, 4ffrica & #2 ypt, 
vnder the lamentable yoke & bodage 
of Mahbomet,through the which they 
bee vtterly alienated from the true 
knoweledge of the Heauenlye Do- 
Erine : whoſe ſ{uccesſ1on and tiranny, 
the cruell Empire of the Ottomanns, 
which tooke their beeginning of {6 
conteptible an ofspring & is now(eue 


with a trice)enhanced to ſuch might, 


as it haue pegetrated not onely into 
the 
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the:-dominions of A ſia & Afﬀricd, bur 
alſo haue ſubucrted,ouerthrown and 
turned topſy turuy euen the inwarde 
Prouinces of Europe, hauec ſeazed vpo. 
Yea itis euident to all mien that moſt 
Chrilaan kings and nations being el- 
ther buſfied in their owne cul warres 
& domeſical diflentions;cither daun- 
ted with daitardlincile, or fwelling in 
ambition, little weening their neigh- 
bours loiles to bein ought preiudicial 
vnto their eltates, and each one ſeue- 
rally ſuppoſing himſelfeto hauc ofhis 
own, power {ufticiet to turn the ſtorm 
from him and his dominions ,haue g1- 
_ uen the Twrkes more leiſure & OPOT- 
runitie to execute their crucll deter- 
minations then them ſelues durite 
hane deſired,or ſo much as once haue 
hoped for.So that had nor the pollicy 
power of Germany withſtoode their 
flame,and thought it expedient, by an 
Emperial decree, with the contun&i- 
on of their whole forces,coine 8: pub- 
lque revenues to preuent theſe} pro- 
ceedinges of the O:tomauns,lonz ſince 
had the whole Empire of Chriſtian- 


dome 
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| dome bene ſubuerted and wholy re- 
| | 29 into aſhes: yea the very power 
| Ge ſtrength of Germany WAS 1t which 
* alone heretofore withſtoode the Ro- 
F mauc armies: For when all the reſt of 
Europe together with the inhabitants 
of A ffrica and 4ſiz,vnto the very Per- 
fians had vninerſall y thorough their 
atorcſaid flouth acoopend the yoke of 
the Romane Empire,the Germaines ON 
ly,aflemblingtheir whole forces togi- | 
ther,{undry times conquered and 0- 
uerthrewe their whole power, & ſome 
times winning, fomietimes looſing did 
{ill ſo ſupply the:r armies, thatthe ct- 
uit warrcs enſuing in the Romane Em- 
pire,they with great force and in {un- 
dry places, made diners and notable , 
roades & inuafions into the ſaid Em- 
pire,& hnally gathered ſuch courage 
thar they taught rhoſe, who before 
were inured in congq aeſtes and vi&to- 
ries,now nct on!y to recelue the yoke 
of the Germaue Empire , but alſo did 

terly ſubuert and in manner roote 
them out;which their ſo valiaunt vic- 


tories & noble valure can not by the 
| Ppolte- 


14 
poſterity be ſufficiently extolled and 


commended. | 
Howbeir the more valiant and yic- 


bene : the more maruelous, & among 
. al honorable perſons lamentable may 


It be,that thus degenerating from the 


__ auncient valeantiſe & victorious ver- 
_ tue of our foreftathers,we do myornng 4 
beholde and quictly ſuffer the cruell 


and proud yoke of the Spanith tyran- | 


ny(already extended almoſt ouer the 
whole worlde) thus leyſ{urely to en- 
croche vpon vs,to the end for ener ro 
ſubuert both vs and our poſterity ro- 
gether. 

I wilnot by compariſons of nations 
and Princes one with an other, make 
any. name more odious then other 


(for al kind of ſeruitude is heauy and | 


intollerable, and vtterly vnworthy a- 
ny that beareth the face of a man)bur 
I doubt whether the yoke of the Spa- 
niſk nation , ( drawing their petjgree 
from the Moores and Saraſens, and of 
late through force and rigour of the 
mquiſition forced ynwillingly to boo- 
| te 


torious that our predeceflours haue | 


My 


15 
feſſe Chriſtian Religion ) be any whit 
more toleravle then the Turkiſh bon- 
dage : Of my ſelte I wit aftirme no- 
thing , 'onely I referre the tadgement 


 E thereofto the inhabitants of Grauade, 


the [nataus', Neepoliegins and others: 
notwithſtanding vadoutedly. the Rs- 
mane yoke, although it were through 
the greedy couetouſnes of both Em- 
' perours and ſonldiours(who are faide 
to haue deſtroyed more confederate 
Cities with their garifons, then enc- 
mies townes with their armies) intol- 
lerable to all men:yet beeihg compa- 
red with the pride,cruelty, and couec- 
touſnes of the Sponiards, may by rea- 
{on of ſundry moſt excellent vertues, 
wnerewith it was endewed, be both 
termed,and accounted in liew of bon- 
dage,uberty, and in ſtead of a forced 
obedience,a iufſt and lawful conuman= 
dement: but howſoeuer that caſeſta- 
deth.al the world doth plainely pet- 
ceaue,that vnlefſe in time it be looked 
vnto; and by ſome general conſent 
and vnion of the cqunſail and force of 
al other Kings & princes, the Spaniſþ 
peg ae B "pur- 
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purpoſes be preuented .and ſubuers 
ted, it wil ſhortly ſo come to paſſe that 
their ſtrength bcing growne to pertc- 
Eion thorough the common neglt- * 
gence and want of confideration in | 
all, thoſe men ſhall oner late begin to | 

reſiſt hum, which now at pkaſure and 
eaſe beholding the fire conſuming 


the lowe conntries-, doe not thinke 


that the-flame thcreot doeth anye 
whit touch them,cither conſider that 
tarough-their owe {Jouth and fimple 
forecait ,- tle coales of Spanithe am- 
bition will in. thorte ſpace ſo kindle 
and take holde,. that they will reduce 
both their owne territories, and the 
dominrons of al other ſtates and Prin- 
ces into athes.- 
Nettherare they to fuppoſe that 


this Fire of Spaniſh ambition 1s to | 
| bee termined with the Prouinces of | 
Brabant, Helaid ,and Zealand, fith 


tnat already not onely the flakes and 


fparckles,but atfothe very firy flames 
thereof arc lowen into 1[ta'y, France, , 
\Fnglaxd , Scotland, and Ger manie:Yea 
and haue taken:holde of almoſt al the } 


habita- 


-- 


habitable lande. And w hich 3 15 more, 
eucn the Spaniards themſelues do not 
forbeare to rereportc that by a cer- 
taine celeitiall con{trution, the mo- 


narchic of the whole worlde 1s duc. 
vnto them, hauing as an earneſt pe- 


ny thercof, through their owne pow-- 


er and might, congq quered a new world 


ro our auncelſters heretofore vikno- 
| wen,which they haue beaurtitied with 
lawes and cultomes , poliihed with 
maners and diſcipline 2. and jndueg, 
and inſtrufted in the Romiih Catho- 
liquereligion: thinking it to be their 
bounden ductie:alſo that they ought, 
hauing eſtabhthed their Monarchic, 
to endzuour them ſclues to force 
all other people , and nations vnto 
ther Religion and diſcipline , anc 


thorough the onely terrour of their 
armies,and power of thetr Emprre,to 


determine all controuerſics in al ola- 
ces & cauſes concerning Chriſtian re- 
Iigion. 

Theſe thinges dae they not one- 
ly dayly in familiar ſpeech giue out: 


bur alto 1n deedes , whiche are the 
| 't | * | 2 al {i1- 


18 | 
aſſured tokens,and in al their a&tions, | 
counſails and enterpiles, afwel palt as þ 
preſent,confirme: tor their onely,ſtu- | 
dy,and the marke wherat they. contt | 
nually leuel, is, how they may , when | 
they hauc ſubdued the low countries, þ 
in tne n1{deſt ofthe ſame eſtablith an þþ 
ordinary rcſ{orte tor the warres;trom 
whence they may at al times at ther | 
pleaſure and eaſe paſſe their armies in Þ 
TO Fug iamud, France,OTr Germany, and {o 
firſt with al rigour to entreate theſe | 
whom they hauec found moſt contra- | 
ry to their enterpriſes, ayd afterward 
to precribe vnto all other Chrittian 3 
Kings,Princes, and nations,whatſoe- | 
uer ſha! come in their heads,and thus 
excluding each from al help of other, | 

and compaſſing them with their ar- # 
:mies, to reduce vnder their yoke all 
thoſe which willingly wil not yeelde | 
vnto them already and periect obe- Þ 
dience. 5 | 
This is the marke whereat they al- | 
wates hane thor. To this ende haue 3 
al their counfailes, praftiſes .and de- # 
wics tended,as appearcth.in that ha- þ 
4 & ung 
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| wing with their armies oppreſſed Tta- 


£ ly they {ence not only extended their 


” power into Ge: manie ynder colour of 

reſtoring religion ,. but alſo haue cn- 
deuoured to bd the whole eſtate 
s and monarchie of Chriſhandome vn- 


. to their ſubiecion. 


- And that I may the more plainely 


> open this matter vnto you , moſte 
; mighty Kinges, Princes, and Magl- 
| ſtrates. It is expedient orderly to ſect 
downe a briefe and manifcit diſcourſe 


7 of all: the counſayles, dealinges and 


# praiſes of the Spantards,cuen from 
2 tne original of their enterpriſes vnto 
Z this time, tro the cnd their purpoſes, 


driftes and deniſes beeing detected 


! and layde open to the whole wor] ae, 


L : we may 1n time 2pply and mimuſter al 
* conuenient and meete medicines to, 
I | ha miſchtefte, which 1s ſo knowen to 


| the whole chriſtiah cemmaon wealth. 


VWhercjn I will not vndoubredly re- 


| hearſe any thing, but that which haue 


benc done 1n the face of the whole - 


weride,and as it were, in ſo publicue 
a theatre , that no man can be jgno- 


rant 


k, 


s 


—_— 
rant thereof, which thing whileſt I 
do diſcourſe and fet before YOUr EYCS, | 
I beſeech you (noble Princes )vouch= 
jaie to be attentiue,and turning your þ 
affections from all opinions preiudt- 
rally conceaued, diligently to apply 
your mindes to conſider , and vnder- 
land the afſured and lively truth of 
the whole afftires. * 

__ © The Spanarde therefore, through 

the valiauncy of King Ferdinando de- 

Vacred out of the bondage of the 
M owes,and by continuall exerciſe in 
Warres , growne ſo perte& and {kil- 

Full in armes .that he had concerucd a 
certaine opinion of himſelſe, that he 
had either ſurmounted all other nati- 
ons in warlike knowledge and fame, 
or at the leait boorded the moſte ex- 
cellent, did 1unmediatly caſt his view 
vPon Italy ,and in his heart deniſed to 
attemot to ſubdue the ſame to his 0- 

= bedicnce, being thereunto cſpecially | 
mone 4.and allured by reaſon of the 
great plenty, and aboundance of all 
thinges in the ſaide Countrie, which 
tiicy had found and tried at ſuch time 
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35 the Arragdns (by nation Spaniards, 
and then ruling in Napies ) hadcta- 
ued thcir helpe againſt the French ar- 
mies:they had betore encroched vpo 
the French the Ie of Sicrt, being & very 


comodious place for paſlage of their. 
munition,armyes,& {ouldiours, and. 


very conuenient for. the prouiſion of 
whatſoeuer were requiſite & neceſia- 
ry eitherto the making of warre, or 
relieuing thewantes of theirqmen. 
Giuing ouer therefoxc the, defence 


of the poſterity of Aifonce , who: had: 
cranedthejr helpe, they eatred com- 


MUNICAatiOn ob accord with-the: French 


and ſo agreed -to part berweene them, 


-— 
a 


al that prouince. But perceiningthe 


French to bc flacke in their buſincs & 


ſNow.in proſecuting this warre:taking, 


occalio of ſome Fotrouerſie ariſing a- 
bour their res they renued the 
warres againſt them with all extremi- 
tie, and yet £,that ſhortly after, pro- 
pounding - on -bothe ſides certaine 
conditions. of. peace , the ſame was 


through the helpe of Archduke Philip 
the king of C eililes neuew concluecd;, 
+ by. 
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By which  policie, being in very rv 
time put in'vſe for the'{taying of th 


French ſaccour, which being leauied,” 
was ready to march jit fel-out tthat the 
remaynder- of the French (Armies, 
whom Gonſalue ſurpriſed neere the ri- 
uer of Garillew,was quite ouerthrown 
and as it-were 'vtrerly rooted out :'So 
as the French, beeing by this meanes 
cleane expelled out of the Realme of 

Naples, itwas an eaſie matter for the 


Spiniarites- there at their pleaſure to - 


build Fofts and Caſtles,and the ſame: 
to fortefiewith-ſtrong: Garriſons ,and' 
ſo to eſtabliſ}i a comodious ſeat, from 
whence they might afterwarde caſcly” 
commiinmd ouer the reſt of all Italy, 
Abont the ſame timealſo the Biſhop 
of Rome, hauing by his anRhoritie! 
made partition of he Indies between 
' the Portingis tes and the Caftillians,and-4: 
by meanes thereof,as it had beene by 
ſome heanenly decree, , they had with: 
ynſpeakable cruelty. ranſacked 'and 
waſted an incredible extent of Land, 
and ſo ſubdued to their pouernment 
all America ,cogeather with that great” 
com-- 


| oo a 
copaſſe of the weſt [ndirs : : alſo thar ar- 
| rhe- ſame tyme they:had toyned to. 
| their Dotninion that parte.of Gaule. 
| which is culled Be/gics, by meanes of 
aliance contracted by the: mariage of 
| the dayde ArcindukePrilip : thinking 
| them ſclues furnithed with a ſuffict- 
ent:and; tit-treafure for the conduct of 
the wartes ,'a3welt by” reaton of the 
| Gbtde andſpice , which yearely they 
brought vcrye plentifully out of the 
Tndics, as a}{o through the great 
fit that  dayly did arife of; the a 
rie-nanigations and trafique of the 
Flemiſh Marchants'in Spaine,(a matter 
of preitencreaſe vnto their revenues 
_ and'ordinaric' cuſtomes ) they caſt in - 
theit--mindes. noi, tonger to furbeare 
the ination and ſubduing of the reſt 
of 1: aly': according to which. deter- 1 
mination, vnderprectence to ayde the - 
dforces -againit the French,they firſie 
centred 1 1nto Lombardia,a very ritch and 
HO countrie: There having firſt 
expelled the French,and then ſubdu- 
ed and oppreffed* the Sforces', they * 
Ed. i a ic to. their owne vie - 
with 
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with fortreſſes and ſtrong Garriſons, - | 
They altred alſo the cſtate of F/orence, | 
Stene,Piſe,and all 7 huſcane, in gluing | 
them ſuch a Duke as they knew to de 
pend of them ſclues,and in all things || 
to {auour theirattempts:and bhawng | 
contirmed the audhority of theH0- 
yyes in the city of Genes(wiych beeing | 
4 verye commodutQus Hauen, was at 
that time: moleſted: with cttul duſen- 
tions )they aſſured & boud it totheir 
..owne denotions.:;' 5. 5 7 
.- Finally vnder the fauour. of the 
prouinces of the Lowe Countries, - 
tinding:oportunity:(afterthat Charles 
was by the voyce of the electors cho- 
{m emperor)& making way- through 
the ſayde proutnces,they did-dtuerſly 
moteſt the realme of France: Alſo vie 
cer pretence of ..c{tablifting-the po- 
pt{h religion, they gaue anotable-gird- 
cuen into the bowels of Germany,yea 
and that witly ſo good ſucceſſe,thar | 
haning-overcomen, andin battail:ta-' - 
ken.the,proteſtant princes, theyibent 
their whole minds afſutedly tobring. 
theſameinto ſubiection and fo toap-. 
pro- 
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| propriate it to their own inheritance, 
| & ro that intent placed their ſpanith 
| gariſons in ſundry Fortes,cuen in the 
| centre thereof. 
Howbeit ſeeing that the naturall 
; moderation and equitye of Charles 
coulde not be alured to ſatisfic their 
ſo ambitious interpriſes : Alſo conſi- 
| dering that they were not long able 
| to defend & keepe the places where 
their garriſons were lodged, as well 
| for that they were to tar from Spaine, 
as alſo becauſe they were inuyro- ' 
ned with ſuch warlicke people and 
nations : And with all ſeeing them 
{clues by Duke Manrice his armies 
expelled and ſo dryuen oute of all 
high Germany ! befides that, nort fin- 
ding ſuch ſucceſſe as they hoped for 
in the wars which ſundry times they 
had renewed againſt the French: bee- 
ing wonderfullye chafed and much 
bewayling the. taking of ſo: notable 
and ritche a praye oute of theire- 
handes, they did of necesfitfe- ay | 
the courſe of their purpoſes, anid-{o 'N 


proceeded nofurther in the Ec; 
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of their enterprize : Thus tefrayned 
they them ſclues vntill ſuch tyme as 
the Emperour, being returned into. 
Spaine,the ambitious , haughty and 
meere Spaniſh mind of King ?hilip, 
was found meete to ſatisfie their de- | 
Gre,and that thereby they tooke fit 
veca(ion to reenter, althogh an other 
 way,into that path which before they 
were forced to forſake: For they con- 
ſidered that they could not ſafely at 
their pleaſures conduftt any army 1n-- 
to France "or Germany: Alſo that if 
they brought any, yetſhoulde they . Þ 
want both munition and all other | 
meanes wherewith to proſecute the 
warres,cuen the firſt day, vnleſle be- 
fore they had poſlesſion of the Ha- 
uens of Holland and Zealand,& with-, 
all had eſtabliſhed good and ſuffici- 
ent Spaniſh garriſons,throughout the 
Prouinces of the low Countries: that 
they had rayſed new tributes and im- 
polies for their payes : To be briefe, 
that they had choſen.a conuenient 
ſeate from whence they might at eaſe. 
continue and proſecute the wat :.But 


_ 


*/ 
perceiuing that they coulde not well 
compaſle any of all theſe pointes ſo 
long as the priutledges of the Coun- 
erie ( which doth exclude all itraun- 
gers from the adminiſtration ot their 
eltat2, and admitteth no other then 
home born parſons thercin)continu- 
edin force : Allo that they mightnot 
leauy any ſubfidy or new tribute: ne1- 
cher put Garriſon in any place, with- 
ouſ the counſell of the eftates, they 
nchuded among them ſel uc5,before 
they proſecuted the inlarging of their 
linntes, that neceſſarily they mult re- 
{trayne and brydle this the oner large 
liberty of the eſtates of the Country, 
and depriue them of their priuiled- 
ges,treedomes and ancient cuſtomes: 
To be breefe, that they mult debarre 
them from all ſuch meanes,help,and 
ſuccour, as time out of minde had 
ſtoode them in ſteade,tor the mainte- 
naunce of the dignity and affaraunce 
of thoſe Prouinces : to the ende that 
thus-wreſting and getting into their 
owne hinds the commoditie ro ere 
_ Caſtles & fortreſſes art their ens 
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and to leauy new tributes & taxes as 
they liſte : alſo to choſe within theſe 
floriſhing prouinces ſich a ſeate as in 
their opinios night ſeem melt como 
dious tor the wars,& fo the whole be 
ing throghly brought vnder their ſub 
zection and by ſpanith legions afſured 
vnto the: they might in time to come 
| vſe theſame for the aſſaulting ot any 
whoſveuer they liſted. To this ende 
haue they euer ſince direted thew 


whole itudies,counfailes and actions, 
namely,eithcr by hooke or crooke to ' 


finlmeans to diltribute in the prouin 
ces of the low coinries a gari{o of ten 
thouſad {ouldiers of the old bands:to 
the end that ioining therto the choice 
of the footmen of Artoys & Henual:, 
& ſ{trengthning the with the ordinary 
bands, whome the king according to 
the maner of the ancient Lords of the 
fayd countries,doth vſually intertain, 
haning alfo the frendſhip or aliance 
of ſome Hermaiuprince , cuen by oth 
bounde vnto them, or if posſibly ir 
might bee., getting the poſſesſion of 
ſome neighbour city of Germany ,they 


# may 


_—_— i k & Wi 


- 
may ſo ofte as occatio thal ſerue,reen- 
force the ſaid power with a good nit- 
ber of G:rma;n horſemen, & ſo vpon 
euery OCCUtITence haue a coplcat army 
redy.For this intet was Duke Eric of 


Bru» ſw:KAt the firit choſen, whom the 
| king with an annual pentio reteined: 
| theſame time alſo took they coulel to 


take Coulogne & Muniter:but 25 the © 


| ſtats of the low coutrys did obitinatly 
refuſe al ſpaniſh garifos:& therwith1n 
ſtatly required the reuoking of thoſe 


out of the coutry which yet remained 


f the french wars,vtterly retuſing(in 


| caſe this were not performed) the aid 


of money which was required at their 
hands,it fell out that by reaſon of the 
ouerthrow taken at Feibes 1n 4ffrica, 
wherin the ſpanith legios were almoſt 


quit conſumed,the king,who very vi 


patietly bare this demad at the hands 
of the itates,& was alredy reſolued to 
punith 1t as a treazo, being ouercome 
with the necesſtty of.his own affaires, 
ſeemed to tind it fomwhat reaſonable 
& ſo ſuffered the renoking of the ſaid 
bandes. out; 'of the countries; to. the 
end;with them to kcepe and deftende 
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the paſſages of Italy & Spaine, togither 
vi his houlds in A frice, a&4ihftthe 
ordinary incurſions of the pes and 
MA oores: being ncucrthelefle- fly Fes 
ſolued(as himſelfe could''not but co. 
feſle,which alfo-the"iSpaniaras initheit 
writings haue teltiacdy vpor the fiti 
commodity to returne the{wide gar- 


Tiſons,who with armes & open force 


ſhould blot out the injury ſuppoſed 


to be wrought 
name, and'witha more ſ{tri&e bonde 


| ſhould bridle:and -reftraine' the ouer 


great liberty and aurhority'of: al theſe 
proninces. 

| For the compadſing chereof, there fel 
out nothing:more #:tte' and apparant 


© then the Kinges conſtant and perpe- 


tual defire;care and-zeale; earteſtly & 
ſtrily ro eſtablith the Romich” religt- 
on in the lowe Countries; which cav - 
ſed himin all his letters written out 
of S»ai-e;ordinarily toaccuſcithe Dus 


chefſe of Parma, and the'chiefe Lords | 
and Magiſttares of the cotintry , that 


they were'not earheſtenough in theſe 
cauſes: layitis that howell' {ip 
i= evi 99A Ws | as 


”m 
ww S-- 


againſte- the ypantth 


[ 


that vnleſſe-chey: ved Apre-violent * 
remedies then. afore tym: ol the. Ro- 
miſh religion woulde foone be extin- 
guiſhed throughout F/aun ders, which 
tor his part,he woulde ACUET PETONT, TA 
but rather to hazarde 'what ſpeuer. 
lands and kingdoms he yet pollgfled: 
Wherefore that he willed ang ordey-. 
> | ned that the rigour of: the edicts. and. 
| | placards of religis, ſhuld be.executed 
| without diſfimulation, and:;that;chey 
- 8 ſhould not ,ypon any,whatſocuer oc- 
caſion be moderated , qualified orin 
anye wiſe mitigated: but rather thar, 
their ſtrinesſhoulde be augmented, 
and increaſed: & to thatend that they 
ſhuld create- new Biſhops whom they 
ſhould make inquilitgurs for matters 
otFaith.; that-Granne! Archbiſhop of. 
M a'ines, alittle before become a car- 
dinal, ,who by reaſon-of his intollera- 
| ble ambitgnand anordinate deſire of 
- gouernment;hadjncurred: the:malice 
_ of aleſtates;ſhould be.made head;and 
preſident af that colledge: that.to the 
end the ſajido bilhops.mght more. di; 
ligendyatreuLt rhelajl Jaquiitas 
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ſome of the ſpoiles of diuers Abots &: 


other Prelates'of the countrey,whom : 


they accuſed to be to negliget in per- 


ſecuting: & punithing of the heretiks, 


thuld be.di{trtbuted among them : & 
with al- thatthe hearing of all cauſes, 
if never” {6 {mallye they x rtained to 
mattcr'of: retvtor, ſhould-be reſerued 


to them: wheryporieuen at one tyne, 
& by one ens, al ſorts ot peoplc of 
the {a1d cuntries'were grenoully often. 


ded. The primces.&' great Eords could 
not atientlyfulſer rhe adininiſtratis 
of a Fiiresto betaken from them 
& comitted to ohe Gravel, anew m2 
&2 ſtranger. *Fhe nobility coulde not 
lixe that Atirhoriry ouer their liues'& 


goods ſhirfd{ts the preiudice of their 


country cuſtomes) be comitted to vn 
known, beggerly & baſe perſons, who 
couetin? theirgoods & treſurs,might 
eaſely find means to accuſe & betraye 
them.The mavittrates & rulers of ci- 
ties and toyns'did murmure that the 
iudgments. & priuiledges of the cun- 
try,cotrary to the kings oth (oſolenly 


{ woes; Dalkbe takeu 6 rhem,& put \ 


into 
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' Þ into the hands of raſcals,8& ſuch as be 
: Ffids were by oth bound to a forraine 
\ Eprince,the pope of Keme,and had al- 
ready gluen out ſufficient teitumony 
| & proote of their cruelty & couetoul- _ 
nes:To be briefe,the whole comunal- 
ty generally complained that in ſtead 
| of ſheepheards they were committed 
to the:cuitody of raueniug wolues co 
tinually gaping after their goods,{0 
that ſundry merchantsdeternuned to 
ſeek new habitations in forrain coun-- 
tr:es;,which diners of the d1d ind<ed: 
al theſe things being rehearicd to the 
king in ſundri ſuplications, peticions, 
meſſages & ambafiages (the ſtares 1n- 
ſtatly requiring that by ſuch innouatt 
05,fo fairhfula people to their princes 
might not be- forced any whit to de- 
minith their accthſtomed obediece)io 
far was he fro:giuing audicce,or hatk- 
ning to their peticions,that contrari- 
wiſe, obſtinartly refuſing all their de- 
mands,he would that euc the decrees 
of rhe counſel of Trid:yt (whereby in 
 maneral the lawes & cnſtomes of the 
;] cuntry were infringed)ſhovld be pub, 
lihed thronzhourt the ſaid prouinces. 
2 And 


34 

-Andin deede by that meanes: hee 
fond the coinodtty of the time 1{clog 
looked tor : For 1n caſe his preceptes 
tooke place, the autthority ot the 1n- 
quiſitours. once eliablithed, ard the 
lawes and cuttomes 'of tyze countrey 
intringed,it would be no hard matter 
_ topur to death all ſuch as ha1 either 
auctnority or countenunce among 
the peoplz, and ſo allo the Spanithe 
garriſons ro2erher with a new forme 
of regiment might eaſcly be brought. 
in:bur contrarywe,it herein they: re- 
fuſed ro obeye his:decrees( as there 
was no other likelthood, coniidering ' 
how al ſortes of people were by theſe. 


demaundes opprefied)then neceſiari-. 
ly muſt mſue both tumultes and di{- - 
order,tor the pacthyng whereot ;' the. 


Spanith garrt.ons mule needes be re- 
turncd,and ſo how {ſo cner the world: 
went , the obſtinare reiedting of the 
Kinres commaundement, ſhould (as: 


a matter of Treaſon) miniſter cauſe: 
ſufnciendto chaſtize the people with: 


freand fwoorde :'Netther was he de- 
ceuued un the eucnt of this counfaile. 
For 


's 
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: For ſome of the chiefe Nobility ha- 
uing exhibited acertaine'requeltinto 


the .Court,wierein was prooucd that 


the ki nges commiaundement concer. 


' ning Placards was notonely pernict- 

ous to the comthonwealth , bur alſo 
| daungerous to the:in felues, requiring 
| theretore that the publication of the 
 ſayd Placaris might ceaſe, vntill the 
| king were informed of their demads 
| by ſache notable perſons as to that 


| end ſhonldexprefly trauail to his mas 


teltc : the people thereby conceiung 
hope of greater hberty,tooke yppon 
them), ( and peraduenture' ſomewhat 
more then was requiſite ) openlye to 
profeſſe the reformed religion,which 
the king and Spaniards did ſo greatly 
deteſttand abhor :-This ſo haneſt and 


aparant *occaſion 'miniſtred vnto the 


king means, firſt to condemneſuch of 
the nobility of treazon as had exhi- 
bited the ſa\de requeſt,and foto exe» 
cute the ambaſſadours which by the 
vouernefle* comandement went vnto 
nim,& then vader the conduct of the 
Duke of Ala, to ſend the 01d ſpamutlt 
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bandes into the low countries, to the | 
end,ynder pretence of reltgion,to put 
to death al ſuch of the chuefe lords & | 
nobles of the country, as coulde not. 
brook their demeanures:to cſtablithe F 
paines of death againſtal good men: | 
to entangle the people with charges, Þ 
impoites, & gticuous bondape : to b- | 
rect fortreſles & caſtles in their towns | 
and finally to depriue the eltates and 
magiſtrats of al auchority: the nobi- 
lity of al dignity & preeminence':'the 
people of their ſubitace & welth ::the 
towns of their lawes,cuſtomes, priut- 
ledges & freedoms:and finally all the 
pro nces generally of their auacient 
onor,dignity & power,& ſo #t'gpen 
a way to the counſelliſo igog,be Orc 
taken,for the eſtabhſhingot the ſcate 
of their premeditated wars in the low 
countries. Al which things the world 
knoweth ſo wel:2s alſo how the Duke 
_ of A!va hath endeuored to bring the 
to effect, that I ſhalnot here neede to 
make any further dem®6ſtratio or repe 
ticto. Vndoutedly any man that wold 
open the eyes of his vnderſtanding & 
L NatTowWs 
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37 | 
narrowly conſider of theſe rounſales 
& demenures, mightplaiyh; percewue 
that al theſe drifts tended-not tothe 
ſubdwng.of the lowe countries, who 
refuſed no kind of obedience, butra- 
ther to: the laying of: #firme founda- 
ti6 of the ſpaniſh monarchy that they 
leucl at:And 1n deed the Puketot -41- 
Ka utimediatly vpon his;aminat 1n tha 
low cuntries, determined to ſet vpon, 
the City of Coulo gne, vnder Pretence 
thatihe had admitted.into the niaber 
of Burgeſes the king of $ þaynus preten 
ded rebels;& at the ſame time ſought 
alſo to bring into his ſubie&io the cl- 
ty of M i5ier in Wettptaly:both which 
nterpriſes had at one time take place 
had nor the prince of Orenge,who the 


 hadlevieda ftrong power in Germeny 


interrupted his whol deuſes & vtter- 
ly ſubuerted the courfe of his counſel 
& practiſes: which notwithitading, he 
did not: neuertheles forbeare to pre- 
ſcribe & comand lawes to the inhab1- 
tants of Coulogne, Or witi-greatthrets 
ro moue the:magittrats to his obedi- 
Ence ; Atthe ſame time alſo he firlte 

4 delr 
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delt with the-biſhop of Trezers ,(who 


promiſed al helpe and fauour 1n the | h 


aduancement ot the Kings affairs) to 


tor of hapy memory, & after grew to 
debate-wath'hinrtor the chiete rown 
of his countrie;which he affirmed to 
be-vnder the King his maiiters pro- 
teaion. :Healſo liniited to the Duke 
of Ctewe.ſuthe counſailours as ſhould 
nv otherwiſe gouerne his Countrey 
then asf irhad wholy ben vnder the 
abſolute commaunde of the king of 
Shayne ©: he ſought to binde- the Earle 
of Embden vnto hun as his vaſſall vn- 
der colour of protefton.and ſafgard: 
He-commaunded the inhabitantes of 
Liege, to furmſh ham of: weapons,fur- 


the rot preiudice of the Palatin ele- / 


niture & viduals. To be brief, he ex-. 


ecuted vpon al borderers all abſolute 
authority,commandement & power. 
And as for the princes that were far- 
ther off: firſt he quarrelled with the 
moſt high and noble Queene of Eng- 


land,vnder colour & pretence of en- 


tercourſe,and empriſoned fuch Eng- 
liſh merchants, as vſually trafiqued in 
the 


5 oh; 
| the ſaid prouinces: he 'commaunded 
kcr to batuſh who he lift, whiles him- 
ſelte not onely harboured and friend- 
ly entreated 1n the low countries ſun- 
dry lewd perſons, which had beenc 
attainted of treaſon againſt their ſo- 
ueraigne,but alſo enriched them with 
giftes and yearly pentions. By ſundry 
deniſes and driftes did they ſolicite 
the Queene of Scots (being then pri- 
- ſoner)toworke ſome new trecherous 
_ demtfe: they loded with honor and re-. 
wardesthe murderers of the regent 
of Scotlard,viing both tie, their coun- 
ſales and-endeuours in ſundry their 
attaires:.” And whatnot ? they found 
means by the Popes bul to pronouce | 
the Queene of Enpland an heretique 
* and vnfawful inkertrour: They rayſed 
troubles againſt her inthe hart of her 
Realme: They put herin daunger of 
her life: They did by -publication ha- 
bandon her Realme to the firſt that 
woulde or could rg or ſeaze vp- 
pon 1t,. and exprefſely charged D»3 
/ ohu of Auitrich perticulatly , imme- 


diately vpon the quieting of the lowe 
coun- 
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countries to leauy mortall warre &- |} 
gain{t her , to. marrye the Queene 
of oco:tes , and with her to. appro- 
priate To. hun fclte the Realmes of 
Engiande , Scotlande , and Ivelande : 
Theſe thinges when they coulde not 
compaſſe to their mindes, by reaſon 
of 'the warres reuiued amonge the 
Eitates of the lowe Countries , the 


ſought to bring to paſſe thoroug 


lrelande , whether they tranſported, | 
in outwarde ſhewe , in the Popes. 
name, but in trueth by the com- 
maundemente , motion and will of 
the King of Spaine, a number of 11«- 
lians and Speniardes , that they pal- 
ſing through that ile,(which they ho- 
ped to finde wholy at their deuott- 
on) into the realme of Englaud,might 
the more cormmotiiouſly ſubdue and 
bring 1t vnder: their power and au- 
thoritie. And had not the King, at 
the Duke of 4lugrs perſwaſion (who 
wondred at the difficulties and lettes 
that happened in this enterpriſe, ) 
thought it beſt to _referre this: mat- 
.: JET 


41 
ter to a more convenient rime, the 
waight of all tits warre had longe 
ſince benexraniported into Eng leu de 
an hope that that beeing tizſt gotten, 
rhe Speniard thereby being. at quiet 
on that {ideiof the Sea, might haue 4 
marc :readye! way to ſubdue _ the 
whole Jowe cotmtries; 

And as! for' Frawnce 3 whiche by 
reaſon. of, the Kinges noneage was 
troubled: with . domeſticall difſentt- 
ot, they omitted no manner. of 1n- 
uentions, or pollicies, but emplot- 
_ ed their whole induſtry , care and 

ſtudy to wrappe and entangle 1t more 

and more 1ggyull warres,to the en wn, 
that when'tife {ame ſo dorithing, d 
mighty a Realime were with;her own 
weapons almoite ſubuerted and de- 
froyed,they might as their leaſure, 
with more opportunitye, and as con- 
nent timeſerued;with the lefſe ado 
ſubdue it: neither reedeT here much 
to ſtande vppor: thoſe: meanes whi- 
che they hane vſed to heape more 
coales vpon theſe ciuil flames : what 


helpes they hauc miniſtered to the 
nouniting 
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nouriſhing: of theſe di ſcordes;, with 
whataftection they haue trauailed in 
it, what actions among parues,clo- 
kinges; leagues and conſpiracies they 
bane innented wherwith to maintein 
and vpholde this miſerable kindling: 
For the moſt Chriſhan king doth eut- 

dently & wel know thatdiuers times 
they haue procured his ſabie&ts to re- 
bcl,and fought.means again to bring 
then'to take armes: yea and leaſta- 
ny manfſhould thinke they did it for 
zeale to their Catholique religion, 
they hauc with promiſes of greata 
fimmes of ready monie ſought to ſe- 
duce the heartes of the«Princes, de- 
tenders of the reformed religion: nei- 
ther is hc 1gnorant how often he hath 
ben informed tharſ ſundry times they 

haue endeuoured to corrupt, ſeduce, 
and winne from their fworne allegi- 
aunce the particuler : gouernours of 
townes, fortreſſes, and hauchs on the - 
ſea coſtes: how they haue with great 
diltgence laboured euen. the King of 
Nausz,promiſing him great ſymmes 
of inoney in caſe he would break the 
PCACC 


U T EDO TT... 
Ae TE 


| 
| 


43: 


haue proceeded-cuen to his highnes,- 
perſwading him to take armes,to the: 
{ubuerſion of the King his bfother; 
and the deſolation of his whole king- 
dome: whome when they perceyued: 
nothing prone to ſ{erue their nu{Cht>- 


O 
uous tournes, they haue fought: toy 


make away with poyſon and{worde; 


hauing to that ende, hired. expretle. 
murderers,who ſince haue by law.ben: 
executed. I wil not here ſpeake whar, 
number of: pentioners the Kihg oft 


Spame hath bounde to his denotton,) 


not onely in the prtute councel of the! 


| Kingof Fronce,, bur: alſo .of allpther: 


Chriſtian Kinges, Princes and poten-: 


 rates,throngh whom he dothrat his: 
_ pleaſure trouble the eftates:'af ſome,: 


procure the riſing of others ſubiects;! 
ouerthrow and ſupplant -whatſoeuet; 
counſails are-holden againſt him; and: 
to be briefe , make. them:determine. 
and hke of all that he thinketh' com» 


 modious to himſelf: This 15 manifeſt» 


ly and well knowen to all Kinges and 
Princes ,' to whoſe detriment -thefe 
516 3 thinges 


peace laſt concluded : yea howe they; - 
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thinges are 'put in practiſe:none dare 


the while ſpeak any worde of al theſe 
matters or once open his lips againſt 
them:þÞ greatly are all mens mindes 
ouertaken with teare and altonicd at 
the onely name of the »pamy nation, 


What thall I {ay of our G1 ang? » 


which being 1n greater daunger then 
any other Prouince, yea almoit alrca- 
dy ſwallowed vp in this monſterous 


gulfe of 5poni/: ambition, doth(as in | 
_ outward ſhew 1t were! afficiently WaTr-, 
'ranted jmake no. account of her own 


danger;weeningthart ithe- fre which 
hath coſumed her neighbors houſes, 

& 18 entred cuen Into her own bowels 
doth no whit touch herat all: ſo:thar 

this Empire,which aforetime was wor 
ſo valiantly to defend, both her owne 
liberty andthe liberty of al chriſtian- 


dome,dothnow feem to be:more co- 


wardly & rechlefſe in preuenting the 
eſtabliſhing of that yoke that threat- 
neth the whole world,then any other 
nation. It is euidentthit.the King of 
Spaine hath in Germany not onely his 
pehoners 8: & priuy whiſprers which re. 
ueale 
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4 
! ueale to him al their Princes coiicels, 
& enterpriſes, bur alſo a publike cou- 
j failour in the chamber of the empire, 
by who he vnderitandeth the whole 

! affaires of al the countrie,& deternu- 
| neth al maters as if he wera prince of 
| the Empire in the degree of the reit. 
| He hath alſo his place by his Embaſ\- 
| fadors in al the aſſembles of the Em- 
| pire:he caretully coſidercth ot al that 
is done in al their dicts, he endeuou- 
reth to Ilcarne all their ſecrets,& hatin 
no leſſe intelligence & notice, the ſeue. 
electors themſelues:and what may be 
more-ynworthy,or more contumelt- 
ous to the Germair natio,cither more 
dangerous & fit tor the ſurpriſing of 
therr h1berty, then not to cal any Em- 
periall diet: any conuocation in the 
Empire : any counſayle : any aflem- 
bly of cftares: yea almoſte execute a- 
ny adminiſtration of priuate iuſtice: 
w.thout the preſence, counſayle , 
and ( as I may almoſt: ſay ) withour 
the will and commaundenent of the 
Kinge- of 5 paine ? But vnder what 
pretence? forſooth by reaſon of the 
ls 3 pre= 
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; precin&@of Burgundy ,; which heeing 
_numbred amang tne Emperiattpre- 
cin&es,the king of. Spain rhuſt he ac- 


compred amoug tae. Princes.of the | 


Empire. And whats this, moft Noble 
Princes, other:then.a marate{t moc- 


kery and contempt of'y'ou, your auc- 


chority,and.auncient glory £ Yeaand 
wittingly,betore your taces,and with" 
your owne confent,a (narling of you 
1m the haulter of Spanii} & bondage? 
The emperor C bar les.hauing by torce 


oppreſſed Grrmowy, and becing inuy- 


roned with his ſpanith and Italian le- 


glons,calledan Emperiall dtetat Av/- 


burze,as I weene in the yeare: 1 5:48: 


Wherein . he declared that in diuers ; 


parts of the low countries there were 
ſundry Townes and proninces which 
_ molde time: were wonttotake'their 
lawes and»be ſubie& to the.Emperia! 
chamber,wherevnto they didrordina- 
rilye appeale.: To be re. that they 
had alwayes beene holden and repu- 
ted among the precin&rs of Grymauy; 
. wherevypow ſuntiry 2nd many queſti- 

ons and controuerlies did. NO: 
ag arne Cy 
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ariſe, hewouldtherefore; ſaide he; at 
Onee ; both end their quarrels;and doe 
2 great pleaſure to all Germanie : and 
therefore- purpoſed zodecree; that as 
well thoſe Prouinces which he had in 
the nether Germany, as allo the rett 
tharlay in the Belgique Gaule ,-becing 
redticed into an' Emperiall DrecinG; 
thould from thenceforth- be reputed, 
holden, and tearmed/; The iced of 
Burgundy : and that in reſpe&therot, 
heand his ſucecſſors ſhontd! disburſe 
towarde the charves:of the Empire, 
twiſe ſo muchas euery'two'Ele&ours 
were -to contribute tothe warres: 2- 
garnit the Parke + and ſo theyſhould 
hereafter remaine! ' exempr-and tree, 
not onely from All: -kindesiof contri 
butions and celle&ions of mony,but 
alſo-from al iurifdi&ion of the cham- 
ber, andthe lawes arid decrees of the 
Empire. Here may ye beholde the 


price of the ſpoiles 'of our iurifdici- 


on: ; 2y&hority and power , alfo the 


rewarde of our bondage; This is: thar 
ſmall fumme- of. money- wherewith 
the noſe facred __ and' free- 


dome 


48 
dome of our Empire is ſupplanted; 8 
authority giuen to a foreine prince, 
(with whom we haue no bond of .at- 
finity,, correſpondence of language, 
neighborhod , or agreement of lawes | 
 andcuitomes)to enter into our diets: | 
to hauea place in our aſſemblies : to 
ine his voice in our Emperial cham- 
Gor : to.be briefe , to peruſe and con- 
ſider of al our counſailes,and acttons, F 
either publike or priuate. - 

If to ſerue a maailter, notwithitan- 
ding he be neither- rigorous ne hau- 
ty, be of it ſelfe a miſery, who ſeeth 
not our Germany in molte miſcrable 
eltate,where the King of Spaine may, 
if he wil,commaunde at pleaſure?Bur " 
what need TI fay,he'might if he would, 
ſith al the world doth plainly ſee thar 
in effect he doth commande both'far 
and neer?For what ts 1t 'that the Spa- 
ntard bath notgained by the eres 
of this precin&of Burgundy? except 
thathe doth not onely rule there at 
his pleaſure, but alſo vſeth al abſolute 
anthority over the precin& of Weſt. 
phaly , which time out of minde was 
$) F ACCOURs 


- 


- >» 


| 49 

accounted one of the chiefeſt ; and 
mightieſtin all Germany: yea he fo 
commaunderh there, that there is 
none which dare in. any wiſe control 
or gainſay him, As for example; agus 
nor the inhabitanres ; of Lied2e 
therto obeyed his Empire: either he 
Duchyes of, Cleze and 1ulers: and fi- 
nally the whole territories of. Cou- 
loene, and. Weſtphaly, beene as his 
deuotion ? And yet not contett with 
this kinde-. of, commaundement, he 
ſceketh, after a news ſorte of obliga- 
tion to ſubdue and conquere them, 
and ſo to. extend his Empire general. | 
ly ouer all Germany : Therefore to 
lay nothin ag of thoſe men , who be- 
ng, in poſleſsion almoſte of all the 
ſtraightes of Germanic, euen from 
the. Meg of the Alpes.to the Ocean 
Sea, are moſte readye to gbcy- his 
commanundementey , and dare not 
refuſe any of his requeſtes: neither to 
ſpeake of thoſe who being by bloud, 
s TH league;and neere affinity vni- 
ted and knit vnto him,do commaund 


ouer Iſtna, Carinthia, Croatia,8: the 
2 moſt 


- 


” |: W-- 
molt part of Fanwonis , yea and beare 
ſoueraigne authority euen 1h Baxeris, 


 poſſeſsing alt the heades and fprings 


of the Riuers of Licus , Anus, and 
Danow., and are pearched: oner the 


heades of Auzuita', Retiſpone , and 


other mighty Emperial cities: to hold 
my peace, alſo of thoſe, who holding 
as it were the rudder of the Emprre, 
(in hope hereafter to attaine to the 
ſucceſSion. of the kingdome of Spain) 
will not once-oppoſe them ſelues- a. 


 gainſthis rifing and might :'who ſee- 


eth not whervngo this 'vnquenchable 
thirſt & arqbirion'of the young Duke 
of Beueria, Biſhop of Erifinguen doeth | 
tende? who beeing egged on » the 

King of Sp ines induſtrie, armed with 
his authority , and kindeled with his 


 commaundementes; is'fo inflamed 


and burneth in ſo wonderfull ambi- 


tion, that he can not be fatiſfed with 


anye Biſhoplike dignities or prince- 
ly authorities whatfouer? he hath al- 
moſt in a moment atteined -ynto ſo 
oreate 'and mightie power , that in 
firength he may compate with ſun- ': 

dry 


"AY | 
Kinges of Europe , and1s 1u{ty to. 
DO oteed of,and feared atong all | 
the Princes of Germany : Andf' truth 
there be ſundry noþle Realimes in 
Eurepe, which neither in greateneſſe 
and extent : in multirude of people : 
in ſtrength of ſouldiers: or in aboun- 
dance of all thinges neceſlary, are to 
be compared with the principatlities 
that pertaine to. his tyni{didtion and 
are vnder his obedience : all. whick 
notwithſtanding, he can not yet be 
quiet, but frying and flaining in the 
_ ambitious fury of the Spexiſh nati- 
on,he coucteth and af] ireth daily fo 
greater matters : For he hath already 
by the King of Spains, helpe and ſuite 
| obteined, beſides the Biſhoppticks of 
Friſnguen, and Hildeſheim, the princi- 
paltye :oner the countne of Liedge, 
which in ſcituation, extent and pow- 
er of people 1s nothing inferiour to 
any other Prouince : Yeevnit en- 
deuoreth he alſo ro ioyne the Elec- 
torſhip of Coulogne ; for notwithſtan- 
ding hitherto the Countrey of Liedge 
hath openly enough, and ynfayned- 
3 ly 
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ly aided and ſl ccourtd the Spatiiards' 
with arinour,artulery, victnals,and al 
other neceffarye prouifion' for the 
arres, yet ſolohg as the Biſhop was 
any whit reltthined i in the awe of the 
Biſhop of Coulogne , he' thought tt 
not good pijainely to ſhew ms mind, 
bur although in ect he had ſub- 
nitted kis-whole eftate to the Spa- 
niſh, obedience; . yet did he Hill in 
words beare himſelf a newter: howbe 
It now to the end the Spaniard might 
without conttolement commaunde 
at pleaſur> hee ſecketh partely by 
force , partcly by threatninges, and 
partcly by the Popes au&horitic to 
1nuelt him(or ratherin his name and 
perſon him felfe)with the ele&orall 
dignitic, and Archebthoppricke of 
6 oulogne , by whoſe meanes he may ' 
not onely proſecute his wars in the 
lowe coutitries , and nether Germa- 
ny, even with the weapous and po- 
wer of Germanie it ſelfe ; but alſo 
prepzre the waye to ſubdue 'to his 
dominions all the "pet, Germany 
| th hae 
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allo , .and take into his handes the. 
diſpoſition of the toules and tributes 
due to the EleQors, and other Prin- 
ces, whiche haue alwayes ( moſt no- 
ble Princes ) beene accounted, and 
| that tultly, the ſinewes and preſer- 
uation of the dignity and aucthority 
of your Empire : but beeing once 
loite, and through this newe electt- 
on of the Archebyſhop of Coulogne, 
reduced into the power of a forraine 
Prince will be yntayou in ſteade of 
\ fetters and ſtockes,to kepe you from 
| leauying warre. in your neceſſities , 
and to force you to bowe downe 
your neckes to the Spaniſh yoke,ſo 
often or whenſoeucr he ſhall thinke 
g00d. 75 19517 4 
_ For hereafter ſhall not King 7bi- 
lipp neede to trouble him ſelfe with 
making a bridge oner the' Rhyne as 
did Lulius Ceſar, (ith the chiefe city of 
the Empire, the Electoral ſea of Cou- 
logne, &the Archbithops whole dio- 
ceſle ſhal with the twinkling of his e1e 
be a5 redy to obey hin as ther Prince, > 
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ahd4 fo ſtand him an ſtead of a bridge, 
gate, and paſſage: what elſe ſhalbthe. 
Spamarde neede. whereby abſolutely 
 totoimmaunde ouer all Germany? to: 
preſcribe lawes,; and ordinances at his 
pleaſure ? and to leauy warres againft: | 
whom ſo ener heſhall thinke goad?; 
vnleſfe peradbtenture he wantethyer 
ſome hauen'inthe mouth of the Ger-. 
maine (ca wherby he may vpon vuery, - 
neceſsity tran{porte his ſouldiers.out 
of 5paine : Bur for that he hath pro- 
uided, yea fo well that he:can.:not 
ſtand in heede:of anymore j:forvn-: 
det colour of raiſing warre in F ieſ- 
land; and: tranſporting vittuals: into 
the lowe Countries, he carncftly cra- 
_ ueth poſſeſsion of the riuer of Ems ; 
- forthe atteining whereof,he hathigi-. 
” vet! commiſsion to Billy the P ortin- 
24!-10 to deale with Frifars Earle of 
Eaſt Friſeland his vaſſal, that he would , 
as it were in loane and for a tyme 
graunt him the vie of the Towne of 
Embden : Offering in recompence and 
rewarde for ſo greate a benefite, the 
propriety of the Towne of Groening, 
(which 


as 
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(-which-beeing! ehuyroned with the. 
paniſh forces; and ſecluded from all 

| commodlty of victuals, he may reco- 
aer when hc liſt)alſo the gouernmenr 
of Burgunty with the reuenues, de- 
maynes, and other the commoditics 
thervnto belonging,retayning neuer- 
theleſſe his ordinary garriſons 1n the 
ſame. he may obtayn this, then ſhal 
he get into his power all the principal | 
rivers of Germany , namely Danowe, 
Roine, Like, Ane, Meuſe, M ofelle, and 
| Ems:And as by his kindered, alyes & 
| vaſſals-he- hath all the lande paſſages 
open vito him; fo now ſhall there be 
no thing by ſea able either to breake 
his power, or ſlacke the courſe-of his 
enterpriſes ., Finally -alfo calling to 
mind the difficulties and lets which 

_ theimiiindble force of neither Saxony 

miniſtred tn the affaires of the Empc- 
rour Charlemaint : Alſo remembring 
how the ohe onely towne of M ayeu- 
k#rge 'beeing abandoned. of all her. 
acighbours and alyes, did neuerthe- 
cfle keepe- footing agatalt the victo- 
tious' arniy of the invincible Empe- 
245019 rour 
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rour Charles the fifth hisfather:ſtop-', 
ed the courſe of his viones, yea & 
wholly .brake his power , he hath. 
found tneanes to miniſter a medicine. 
and pronide a ſalue for this ſoare, to 
the end there might be no ſtop to let 
the aduaunceinent of 'his Empire in þ 
Germany . 'For he, hath by tus ende-'| 
uours {odealt with the Pope and the 
Emperour , that befides all the pre- 
fermentes before mentioned , they 
hauec by faithful promiſe bound them. 
ſelues.to conferre to the Bauanan,. 


the Byſhoprick of Maidexborow, that © 
is to ſay, the whole power of Saxony. 
And for his part,he accompteth it 


no difference, whether by him ſelfe, 
or by his deputy, vaſlall, kinſman or. 
contederate wholly affe&ted to the 
furtherance of his enterpriſes, he get 
the poſſeſſion of any thing : Beſides 
that hee is particulerly and affuredly 
perſwaded , that by this bſhop he 
may haue auCthoritie to commaunde 
what he pleaſe : All which: notwith- 
ſtanding, he is not yet content, but to 
remooue all manner of \ſtumbling 

| blockes 
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blocks our of his way he endenoreth 
| by all diligent meanes and pradtizes 
| to create hum Primate of all Germa- 
ny, and fo to deale,that by his wil 
and onely aucthorine all eccleſftalti- 
{ calPrcbends and promotions throgh 
| out Germany may be conferred and 
gyuen to whom he lit. 
And do you not yet feele (moſt no- 
. ble Germaine princes ) that the king 
, of Spaine( T wil! not ſay onely ſoltct- 
 tethearneſlly ) bur already poſleſlgth 
and keepeth in his hands the ſtate of 
Y the whole Empire? That it is he who 
F- hauing forcibly ſupplanted the lowe 
# Ttonntnics,thal be Lord of al the ports 
and hauens of the Occz2an fea,& the 
mouthes of all rtgcers 1n Germany? 
That it ts he that at his pleaſure thal 
exclude you trom all benefite and 
vie of trafique : That ſeeketh the do- 
minton ouer the riner Ems ? That ſea- 
zeth vpon and diſpoleth all your tri- 
bures,toulcs and renenues? That pre- 
icribeth Lawes and ordinaunces to 
the mhabitauntes of Glecue lande, 
Iuliers ;Liedge , and Weltphalye? 
FINE that 
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that would bring the ſtate of Coulogne 


to his obedience ? that it 15 he whoſe 
Kinſmen confederates and reteyners 
doc commaunde. Quer great nations 
and large prouinces in Germany? that 
it is he who perſonally being in Spain, 


hath ncucrtheleſſe his ſeat and voyce || 


in all your aſſemblyes and impertall 
dyets ? that it is he that ſpieth, conſ1- 
dereth of and noteth all your coun- 
ſuls, actions and moſt ſecret affaires? 
thatit ts he that doth not onely com- 
maung.,ftorbid;cſtabliſh,and confirme 
what ſo euer he ltfteth,but alfo giueth 


& appointeth vnto you the btſhops of 


Trijingbem H eldej berm & that eſtabliſh 
eth princes & elecours of the Empire 
at Coulopne, Liege,8& Maydeuburg?and 
to be briefe;thar it is he who ſecking 
dominion ouer the mighty ccclefia- 
ſitcall ftate of our nation, nominateth 


2 Primate in Germany at his deuotio? 


and to ſupply all theſe roomes, pre- 
ſenreth vnto you one only perſo, one 
onely man , and him ſuch a one as is 


neare'vnto him in bloud, affini- 


tie and confederacic,and bound vnto 
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him by the law of protetion: alſo for 
a number of benetites recetued at his 
hand,wholly ſubte&to his ordinaun- 
ces : Yea ſuch a one as he is aſſured, 
will not ſpeake,doe,or attempt any . 
| thing without his will and comman- 


| dement. And finally that man who he 


knoweth will through infinite con- 
trouerſies that he hath with many of 
the Germain princesgkindle ſuch a hre 
of diuifion and difcorde throughout 
_ the whole Enipyre as can neuer be 
quenched, but by the vtter ſubuerſiz 
on of all Germany. For who knoweth 
not that-great and old quarrel that 1s 
| betweene him andthe noble Dukes 
| ofthe houſe of Brxnſwik for the title 
ofa thoufand and one villapes that he 
requireth of them,Which vndouted- 
| lyehewill notforger!, ne ſutter ſo to 
| ſleepe:'Or who is 1gnorant of the en- 
noas emulation that 1s between this 
family of Baaier and the County Pala- 
tins for the preeminence of the clec- 
trorate of the Empire ? Or how they 
| docomplaine thatit was taken from 
their name,ſtocke and family?Whuch 

\ quar- 
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quarrel! if this biſhop ( when kee'js 
through your fitence and at the king 
of Spaines purſuite .growne to ſuch | 
au&hority ) doth renewe,as vndoub- || 
tedly he will : how many wofw! tra- 
- gedies wil it breed in Germany?what |. 
a gap will it open to the ſpanith tiran- 
ny and our bondage?and finally what 
oucrthrowe, ſorowes and defolation 
wilit bring vpon our miſerable,faliſh 
& 566 manage country? & yet moit(no- 
ble princes & excellent eſtates of rhe 
empire)you do not onelv beate with 
theſe thinges & {ay nothing, bur alſo 
taking your ſound reſt, and careles of 
all, you are become jdle gazers (as it 
were for ple{ure,vpon the onerthrow 
& calamities of your next neigbours) 
yea, notwithſtanding this ſo daunge- 
rous 2 fier hath-burned their houſes 
almoſt to the ground, & be kindled at 
your gats, & is euen come {oneere,as 
to ſcortch your very beds, yet do you | 
not thinke the matter to touch your 
ſclues.cither thatit1s timie for you to 
, withſtid the praGiſes of ſo ambitious 
and haughty a Prince. nar 
| And 
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And what 1s to be ſayde toall other 
kinges, princes,and ehitha of Chr1- 
ſtendom?Euenthat the like ſloth and 
flugiſhnes detaineth them euery,one: 
For while the onely low countries do 
oppoſe them ſelues againite the king 
of Spaines tiranny ,and doe giue al 0- 


ther kings, princes and chriſtian.com- 


mon wealthes time,leaſure,and opor- 
tunity to turne away this bondage, 8 
by their example do ſhew how caſie 4 
matter it1s not only to ſhake, but alſo 
euen vtterly to vadermine & ſubuert 
theſe foundations of tiranny, there is 


| none of the al that wil once ſeeme to 


miſhke of a matter of ſo great impor- 
tance ? But as if purpoſledly each one 
endeuored to augment &increaſe the 
ſpanierds power to their own. deſtruc 
rion, ſitting with their armesa croſle 


or leaning on their elbowes they doe 


permit & ſuffer the low countries(al- 
ready waſted and conſumed with the 

force &long continuance of this war) 
in ſuch wiſeto qualle & deminiſh, that 
being at their wits ende, they knowe 
not what-counſayle to take, either 


| EE what 
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what other courſe they may beſt fol- 
oe. -* ie Phan 225" 
'The King of Freynce beet 
daunted with his- brother the Duki 
of Anitowes raſhe and' vnaquiſed' at- 


tempres, gazeth vpon the fier which 
kindleth un re and 'neere among his 


. neighbours: thinking hipyſelte per- 
- aduenture ofYorce ſufficient to keep 
and defend both him- and his eftate; 
The Duke. of Anieow not. knowing 
what to-doe , can neither determine 
nor *percethe what is ggodfor him , 
ſelfe.. 'Others likewiſe e, wondering at 
the Realme of Porting ate which the 
the Spaniard*hath newly conquered, 
do ſit fall, as not refolued what coun- 
ſell to take: The Spaniard inthe meang 
time, ouer aweth all the Toy country 
with his whole, power”, and finding j1 
pone towithſtand him ; layeth firm 
% affured' foundations b! Pas fo Jong 
coueted Monarchy : So that throug 
the onely terror of his hame;ſtrength 
and power, his fame'is bloyn al ouct; 
euen into the vttermoſt ET the 


Eaſt and Welt, and-fo meffett he ap* 
$54 porpriateth 
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propriaterh to himſelf only,the name 


of /nizerſall, which aftoretime the By- 


ſhopps of Rome haue entituled him 
withall . Which prediftion docth in 
trueth(molſt noble Kings,princes and 
Chrittian Magittrates) .threaten vnto 
you a miſerable bondage, and throgh 
your negligence proinſeth vnto him 
a Catholike power, that.isto {ay,an v- 
niverfall dominion and tyranuic ouer 
all nations and prouinces , vnleſle in 
time your ſelues doe ſeeke ſome re- 
medie. 

King Phillip of Macedon , was iuſtly 
ſuſpe&ed of the Grecias, becauſe that 
fi ubduing certaine people of Thracta, 
their neighbours, they feared that he 
pryed 1 into the liberties of the reſt of 
all their countries : and therefore the 
Athenians doubting leſt the hre of 
ambition that conſumed his bowels 
would braſt out,and not onely kindle 
in Grecia, but even conſume all Aſta, 
thought it requifit with the common 
power and ſtrength of Greece to {up- 
prefle and breake his might : neither 


was their. ſuſpition in vaine as the e- 
E uent 
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uentſhewed: for notwithitading king 
Philip being preutted by death could 
not compatie and bring to cftc& the 
m2 zinations of his minde,yc et did he 
leaue to his ſonne Alexander ſuche 2 
choice number of ſouldiours 8 war- 
riers, that the young man being an- 
bitious, did through their force and 
valiancy ſubdue not onely all Greece, 
but alſo Ajia,Siria, Bab:lon,Perſia and 
A 2ypt: and hauing ſcoured all ouer 
Euen to the ends of India,and Scithia, 
didin a finall time ere& and eſtablith 
the third and chick monarchie of the 
worlde after the Perftitans. All which 
notwithſtanding, we do not yet feare 
the ambitious power of the King ot | 
Spaine, neither thinke it neceſſary to 
ſuppres his vnreaſonable forces, who 
_ notin one place onely, but in many 
and diners, hath his whole armies of 
olde bandes , and praGufed ſouldiers, 
whom he ſtill doth mainteine in ordt- 
nary garriſons: & hath ready at all aſ- |} 
faics aboue 30000, men of war : who | 
hath.exteded the limits'of his Empire 
into Aﬀfrica,Alia,Europe, and Ameri- 
ca, 


| c2, euea to the Eaft,and Weſt Indies: 
' who bySca hath oucrthrown the po- 
cT ot tae Ottomans: who hath ioyned 


|. ro his kingdom al Portingale with 1n- 


numcrable other {landcs, and moite 
floriſhing kingdomes:who ruleth It2- 
_ ly,which wes wont to command ouer 
" allrize world, as it pleaſe him : who 1s 
Lord of ſundry poztes and hanens 1n 
Attrica : who euery ware poſleſſcth 
the Ocean Sea: who hath in his pow- 
er the chiefeſt Ilandes and hauens of 
the mediterranean ſea: & ro be bricte 
who through the only terrour of his 
- name,decieeth,commandeth and et- 
tectually fulfileth what he lift among 
all Princes and Chriſtian nations. 
Howbeit if any nan weene that c0. 
renting him ſelf with ſo large an Em- 
p:re,he will not hereafter attepr any 
thing but what equity & law {hal per- 
mit:vndoutedly the ſame 15 willingly 
deceined,& flattring himſclt,hath no 
care of his own honor, liberty,or lite. 
For firſt the deſire of gouernmet 1s vn 
fatiable,&like to a flaming fire,which 


the more uf & mater that it findeth, 
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the further it doth {tretch and extend 
1t ſelfe, waſting all as 1t goeth. Againe 
who ſeeth not that by tats manifeſt 


vſurping of Portingale,cue in the face . 


=, 


of the whol world, the king of Spaine 
meaneth not to {ubmit himſfelte to a- 
ny lawes,rytes,or capitulations what- 
{oener. For if he had thought himſclt 
to haue had any right 4n the ſayde 
ſucceſsion , why did he by force pre- 
uent the lawes? or by fire and {worde 
the holy decree of the ludges ? wher- 
fore hath he abuſed King Antony, the 

neene, mother to the molt chriſtian 


King,the Duke of Bragrance, & euen ' 


the Prince of Parmats ſonne : and to 
be briefe,all thoſe that pretended any 
title to the ſayd kingdome ? 
; Shall we then yer thinke thar either 
conſcience, 1uſtice,or equitie can take 
place in him , who ſo euidently hath 
declared that in matter of gouerment 
he will not take or meaſure his night, 
other then with the power and force 
of his armies ? that hee, who with his 
money hath armed the Turke againſt 
the Venetians,& ſo turned that 5camY 
7 from 
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| from- himfelfe vnto his confederates 
| in Ciprus, canthinke himſelfe bound 
vnto any couenants,treaties,or agree- 

#$ ments whatſocuer ? That that mans 
| fierie ambition, who hath not kept a- 
| ny couenants with the inhabitaunts 
| of Grenado,the Indians,or Flemings 


L any longer then he founde them pro- 


ficable to himſelfe,ci be ſtayed by any 
| bonde of league or confederacie of 
aliance?Either what conſcience, right 
orlawe can binde him , who by the 
principles or precepts of his religion, 
together with the Bythopp of Romes 
authoritie, thinketh himſelfe reteaſed 
| from all bondes of fayth or promiſe? 
{hall we hope thathe,who coulde nor 
by any bonds of mariage be reſtray- 
ned fro Inceſt: forany loue or duetie 
of matrimony abſteine tro adultery: 
for any naturall lone forbeare parri- 
cide:or for any ſworne fayth retrayne 
from periurie: being befides ſo ambi- 
tious as all men know:ſo deſirous to 
enjarge the bounds of his Empire, & 
ſo far tranſportzd with purſuit of re- 
uenge , may by any propoſition of c- 
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quity,rizht,lawe, or Tuſtice be cooled 
and brought to reaſonable order in 


wharſocucr matter? As if it were not | 


as latul tor the Bi{. of Rome to diſ- 
pete, by his Bul,as wel with the lawes, 

bounds and limits of kinzdomes and 
Provinces,as with the bands of matri 
mony, and faith ſo lolemnly fworne. 
But to what purpole 1s 1t for vs to 
think vader pre tence of law & iuſtice 
to -2-Amerwrra that mans amb1t10,who 
hath bene long reſolued, that he hath 


lawfulil and Tile title, to inuade other 


mens kingdomes , and ifhe may tO 
bring the ſame into his ſubic&ion? 
For 2mong all princes, porentates, 
and Chriſtian cominon wealthes who 
1s there againſt who he thinketh not 
him ſelfe long Ince to haue had iut- 
ficient and init cauſe to moue warres? 
He w:il accule the King of Fraunce, 
that he Cid not onely nof hinder his 
brothers attempts in Flanders , but 
allo ayced him with men, money, 
and VV C2pons , and {o beganne the 
"aries: That in the behoofe of the 
Queen His mother,he hath in wazlike 
manet 
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maner aſſaulted the Ilandes appertet- 
ning to. his obedience , fought with 
his nauie: and not onely receiued & 
harboured Don Anthony his enemy & 
ſuppoſed rebel in his kingdome, but 
alſo aided and afsiited him both with 
men and money:alfo that he ſuccou- 
| red the low countries aſmuch as pol- 
| fably i Cc could. 

To the Queene of England he will 
allcage, that tirit by the Popes Bulles 
 ſhers denounced an heretique, and 
' therevpon exconumunica ated : then, 
that in diuerſe dealinges both by Sea 
and by land the hath ſhewed herſelfe 
to be his enenue : that in her domi- 
nions ſhe hath pov neangrs nd ayded 
his enemics, with men , munitron, 
money and hippes: that ſhe hath fa- 
noured Don Anthony 1n all his enter- 
priſes : and that vppon euery oppor- 
tunity the hath intercepted his naute 
and treaſl ure comming from the In- 

cs. 

Rods the Germune Princes, 
fome'he wil accuſe for ſuccouring tac 
- Prince of Orenge,aud others for their 


4 pat- 
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parſonal preſence in the Flemiſh wars , 


Againſt ſome he wil raiſe controuer- 
ties in reſpe& of their territories by 

means of the Biſhop of Friſcnguen, & 
againlt others for the preeminence of 
the eleQorate: & generally he wil ac- 
cuſe al to be etther hcretikes,or to be 
confedcrare with thoſe that haue ſha- 
ken of the Biſhop of Romes obedicce 
whome aitogethier the Pope will { as 
heretofore he hath done ) command 
to be by force reduced to their due- 
ties. And I pray you,1s not al this ſuf- 
ficient to terue for a very g@od colour 
to make him , who accounteth of all 


the Popes precepts, as of heavenly re- , 


velations: And of his excommnnica- 
tions,as cf ccle{tall thunderboltes,to 
allailc them 2 Who of him f{elte 1s a 
{worne enemy to religion, abhorring 
it as the plague of the worlde:who in 
all his counfailes , purpoſes, practiſes, 
and leagues that cuer he made , hath 
no other mean ing but to roote it out 
and quizhrt to ſuppreſſe i it? and who 


beinzthe moſt ambitious prince alive- 


doth Fer | ;roteſt that he had rather 
| loſe 


\ 
| 
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| loſe all his dominions and dignirics, | 
| then leaue any ſparke of this r.igion 


vnqueched?And to be briet, who ma- 
keth no more accounte of tie Ger- 
maines,then it they were Turkes, Sa- 
*razens or Moores . Yea,w1ll not the 
_ Pope thinke him ſelte to haue as tull 
_ power atter his thunderbolts of ex- 
communication, to exhtbite Germa- 
. by asa pray to king Foilip, as had his 
predeceffours to glue 1t to his Father 
the Emperour Chules ? Pope Paule 
the thirde and his predeceſſour Cle 
ment the feuenth did threaten Charles 
the fifth with excommunications , 
becauſe hee thought 1t requiſite 
to pactiie the trouble(ariling in Ger- 
many for matter of reltgion ) rather 
by the aucthorime of a oeneral coun= 


cell, then by proccedinge by force of. 


armes : yea in the ende with their 
thonderboltes of excommunication 
they droue that good prince (for it:1! 
| herelented totem ) ro ſuch 2n exi- 
cent, that as an extreame remedie,he 
was forced to make wars with al ex- 


tremitic. And ſhall we now think that 
the 


- . ee Wor os Wins ns ogy 1 hh 


72 
the Pope do want means to perſwade 
the king of Spaine(who of himſelte 1s 
ſufficiently inclyned that way ) that 
he hath juſt cauſe by meere ſtrength 
to reduce them to the faith of the 
Romiihe Church ? If any man thinke 
that the feare hcreof toucheth no 
more but the proteſtant princes, alſo 
that they which ſtill have perſeuered 
in Popery need not doubt or miſtruſt 
any thing : Let him call to mind that 
the Henries, Ottoes, Frederickes and 
other moſt mightye, andin all com- 
mend3ble vertues, moſt excellet Em- 
perors your predeceſſors{molt noble 
princes \didin their dates profeſle the 
{ame faith & rcligion with the popes, 
and yet coulde not eſcape their thon- 
derbolts and moſt wrongftull excom- 
munications : But that ſome of them 
ſce their Empyres tranſlated and gy- 
nen to forraine princes: Others came 
bare footed and bare headed to aske 
them forgyueneſſe, and ſubautting 
them ſclues to be troden vnder the 
Pepes tecte could not neuerthelefſe 
mollifie their mindes without ſufte- 
ring 
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ring great inuunes 8 tollerating no- 


_ table abuſes: Let him ſuppoſe thar 


the Pope wanteti no occaſions to 
arme the Spaniard to the deſtruction 
of the Germanes, ſceing that they 
which be of hts owne rel1910n,do not 
onely not oppoſe them (clues againſt 
the proteicantes, bur allo daily enter 
alegue, amity , and firme alyaunce 
witn them : Let him comecture that 
the ſpamierds not bceing able to ſub- 
cue Germany to their own domino, 
neither to reduce 1t to the Popes obe 
dicnce,vnietle to that end, they con- 
track arty with the'reit, eytner 1n 
reſpec of ancient altance,or by an 
of proteStion, or for feare of their ar 
mMiIes:1t 15 neceſſary tor the Germains 
to ſtande to on} of theſe conditions, 
namely, etther 70 10yn with the ſpant- 
ardes1n the conqueſt of their fellow 
cuntry ne, Or els v1 vniting their whole 
forces rogethefto tzke armes againit 
the for Tedennery 0” al Germany) Out 
of their bogdage: This vntes they doe 
ſpedely take in hid, & fo viing the oc 


Caſio of the affairs of the low coltries 
goe 
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goe cutte off the encreaſe of the Spg- 
pi/þ power,thcy ſhat hereafter in vain 
cach after other, endeuour to turne 
away the force of their ryranmie. 
Certainly moſt noble princes, the 


King of Spains powers great:and yet 


is it ſuch, that as by your ſufferance, 
(1 had almoſt {aid flouth ) the foun- 
dations therof haue {prong and gro- 
wen forward,{o may it again by your 
YNION As cal Gly be ſhaken, and finally 
with ſmall labour by your power and 
cencorde be brought to vtter ſubuer 
$01. For all the Prouinces of his 0- 


bedience do lie ſeparate a great way 


cach from other, whereby their vic- 
tuals may eaſily be cut off, their for- 
ces debarred,and their firength vtter 
iy o: acrthrowen, in caſe you will but 
of your ſelues helpe your ſelues, and 
not ſutter Italy: by a liſt running ; tho- 
rough the middeſt of Germany to be 
19 ned with Flaunders. A matter ſo 
much the eaſier for you tocompaſle, 
for that you ſec enidently, how al na- 
tions co adhorre their great tyranny, 
zndartend no other but opportuni- 

tie 
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tie to free themſclues out of their b6- 
dage.Nelthe are you 1g noraunt with 
how weake a power,and with what a 
handtull of men,or ſmal beginnings, 
the Prince of Orenge: hath waſted & 
brougat to naught their great enter- 
priſes,& conſumed their mighty ar- 
mies: what a while the low countrics 
{deſtirute of al aide and berezued of 
ſuccomr) haue borne tine brunt of {0 
mighty a-Prince : alſo in what aaun- 
ger within theſe tewe yeares Don [ obu 
of Auſtrich,8 of late dates the Prince 
_ of Parma were of being driucn out of 
all the ſazd low countries wich their 
whole power: yea & that at tnat time, 
had not ſundry prouinces by reaſon 
of cul difſention (departed trom the 
general ynion: & the Duke of Aniow 
through peruerſe counfal let fl1p his 
good fortune which he poſieſſed, they 
had not only abidoned Flanders, but 
alſo peradueture limited their dom1- 
nions with the Pirinean mountaines. 
So that as you are not to cotene their 
might & ſuffer it thus to growe on;ſo . 
haue you no cauſe moſt noble Princes 

0 
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to fear the greatnes therof,or to dant 
you fro valiant defence of your iclues 
oT reucnge of the common liberty. 
The king of Spains power can not 
greatly hurt you,1t in time you {ce to 
your bulineſie: It you neglee nor the 
warres of the low coatries:it through 
your autaority you vndermine al B1l- 
lies purpoſes concerning the riuer of 
Ems :1f you reprefle the tiery ambiiuo 
of the Duke of Bauicr togeather with 
his excccding afteEton to the king of | 
Spain:it with the moſt chriſtia king, if 
with the right excellet Queen of Eng 
and, 6: al other chrittian princes and |, 
otentars you do carneſtly cofider of | 
ome neceſlary meanes to ſuppreſic 
this their ouer grcat power and an- 
thority, But it contrariwiſe you fuf- 
fer the inhabitauntes of the low cun- 
tries.your next nelighbours{through 
the ſpaniſh power almoſt waſted ) yet 
to be columed with the ittregh of Ger 
many:1if you hould your peaces when 
you {ce the inhabitants of Cleueland, 
Tulters,8& Coulogn eue quake for fear 
at the precepts of the king of Spain:3f 
you force not the inhabitats of licdse f 
to 
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 toaydthe como enemy with money, 
munition & wepons,as hitherto they 
haue opely don: It you bridle not the 
vile ambition of the Duke of Bauicr, 
bur ſuffer him to 10yne the Archbi- 
ſhoprick of Coulogn & electorial dig- 
nity to his authority: If you reſtraine 
him not from toyning his forces with 
the ſpanithto the deſtruion of Flan- 
_ ders,and exclude not the ſpaniard fro 
Al the hauens of the Occan ſea:doubt 
8. not bur Fladers being brought vader 
the yoke. Germany deutded into fac. 
ntons:France conſumed 1n cuul wars, 
or with drawn into ſundry opintos & 
_ diners affe&tions: the terror of the ſpa 
niſh name,& waight of his empire wil 
become a mighty tepelt & ineuitable 
inundation.,which hauing pierſed the 
cauties,ditches & baks, wil ſhortly be 
ſufficient through the fury of his ame 
bitt6 to incroch al chrili&do togither, 
Againſt which procedings if any man 
wil the oppoſe himſelt,cither by force 
or otherwiſe, he hal(though to late) 
finde that which in the beginning of 
our diſcourſe wee haue ſet downe, 
| namely, 


78 
namely , rhat fit opportunitie: to doc 
well being once eſcaped vs(which wi 
ncaer be recouered either by intreaty 
or compulſion)wil cry vengeaunce a- 
gainit vs, and bring vppon vs. that | 
plague which our rechlcſnes and nc- 
gligence doth deſcrue. | 
' This prognoſtication 1 beſeechc 
God to turne from all Chriſtendom, | 
eſpecially trom Germanie,my fweete | 
countrie: molt carneſtly deſiring hin | 
in the name of our Sautour IESVSPY 
CHRIST,that he will vouchſafte in | 
his koly ſpirit to aſsiſt all your coun- | 
ſails(molt noble princes of thempire, 
& you al other cariftian Kings,Prin- | 
ces and magiſtrates)and therewith ſo | 
gouerne, conduct and frame all your | 

enterpriſes and determinations, that F 
you may conclude vpon , and put in Þþ 
execution whatſocner thal ſeem moſt Þ 
inſt, profitable, requiſite,and neceſla- 

Ty for the benekite of all Chriſten- 

dome, the glory of his holy name, 
and the wealth and faluation 
of his people. 
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